
Agenda

Nextfor Innovation SymposiumCelebrating Our Growth

Thursday, May 2nd

Toronto, Ontario
Sheraton Centre

123 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON, M5H 2M9

Celebrating Our Growth in
the Forest Bio-Economy

8:00 AM Light Breakfast/Networking

9:00 Welcome

9:05 Nextfor - Delivering Results Through Collaboration 2020 - 2024 Chris Walton, CRIBE

12:45 Keynote Speaker – Future of the Forest Bio-economy – 
Ontario’s Opportunity Alexander Koukoulas, AFRY

10:45 Networking Break

9:30 Making Ontario a Global Leader in Forest Bio-economy
Hon. Graydon Smith, Ontario Minister 

of Natural Resources & Forestry

10:00 From the Forest to the Highway – A Case Study of 
Deploying Advanced Wood Materials

Malcolm Cockwell, Haliburton Biochar
Mike Irwin, Woodbridge Foam

Tom Browne, Tom Browne & Associates

11:00 Technology for Forestry Futures – Successes & Future 
of GIS in Forest Management

Sarah Benčić, CRIBE 
Alex Bilyk, Silvacom 

12:00 Networking Lunch

2:45 Networking Break

4:15 Closing Remarks – What’s Next for Ontario’ s Forest Industry Chris Walton, CRIBE

1:15 Going Beyond Timber – Role of Advanced 
Wood-Based Materials

Steven Street, Ontario Woodworks
Lee Scott, Element5

Matt Bolen, mcCallumSather
Chris Walton, CRIBE 

2:00 Cross Sector Collaboration to Support 
Industry Decarbonization

Cem Gercek, Carmeuse
Andrew White, Char Technologies

Scot Rubin, LNFMI
Graeme Scott, ArcelorMittal Dofasco (AMD)

3:15 Bridging the Gap – Accelerating Emerging Technology

Dr. Emma Master, U of T/Biozone 
Jordan Thomson, Ontario Genomics 

Dr. Ning Yan, U of T
Dr. Andrew Dean, Lakehead University 

Louis Kaptur, Fraunhofer Innovation 
Platform for Composite Research


