
Forest Biomass Socio-economic Impact Assessment 

 

Backgrounder 
Growing interest in the Forest-based Bioeconomy (FBB) and Bioproducts presents significant 

opportunities to further develop Ontario’s forest biomass resources. In addition to supporting 

environmental objectives such as emissions reductions 

and managing for healthy, resilient forests, development 

of forest biomass value chains has strong potential for 

sustainable community and economic development 

opportunities for Ontario’s northern, rural, and 

Indigenous communities. 

In March 2022, Ontario released a Forest Biomass Action 

Plan (FBAP) which delivered on a commitment to develop 

such a plan in “Sustainable Growth: Ontario’s Forest 

Sector Strategy”. The FBAP has been developed to help secure jobs and encourage 

sustainability in the forest sector while supporting economic development through use of forest 

and mill residues. To do so, the FBAP outlines a set of objectives and actions Ontario will take to 

support new opportunities in the emerging forest-based bioeconomy. The plan was developed 

through a Working Group that included participants from across current and potential forest 

biomass value chains as well as based on comments received through Indigenous consultation 

and a draft policy proposal posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario. 

As Ontario works to promote the use of forest and sawmill residues for sustainable, low-carbon 

products, the province is interested in building a deeper understanding of the impacts of forest 

biomass use by communities. This project, “Forest Biomass Socio-economic impact 

assessment” is being conducted by Suthey Holler Associates for the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Forestry (MNRF). It is scheduled for completion by March 31, 2023. 

The project seeks to gather the views of 

community leaders through four case-

studies and through a wider survey of 

stakeholders across northern and eastern 

Ontario that will be conducted during 

January and February. The overall objective, 

beyond the economic measurement of 

existing or planned bioeconomy facilities, is 

to provide a narrative of the broader social 

benefits of forest-based bioeconomy initiatives in communities to tell the stories of human 

experience, emotions and spirituality and to understand the additional elements the 

communities need to further build the forest-based bioeconomy. 

Forest-based Bioeconomy means 

economic activity generated by 

converting sustainably managed 

renewable forest-based resources, 

primarily woody biomass and 

nontimber forest products, into 

value-added products and services 

using existing and novel 

processes. 

Forest Bioproduct means any manufactured 

good or service made from the processing and 

consumption of forest biomass feedstocks – 

production of heat and power, biochemicals (e.g., 

solvents and resins), biomaterials (e.g., 

packaging, textiles), or biofuels (e.g., wood 

pellets for bioenergy production, liquid or 

gaseous fuels. 



Issues we want to explore with communities 
1. How have existing forest-based bioeconomy facilities affected the community? What 

have been the positive impacts? What could have been done better? What does the 

future hold? 

2. How have community learning models about bioproducts and the forest-based 

bioeconomy been integrated into the community?  

3. How has the community built innovation and resilience in the community to undertake 

new bioeconomy projects, including application of circular economy concepts. 

4. How has the community and local business leaders found ways to inform and adapt to 

new business models of the bioeconomy that may involve new industry players not 

from the forest industry itself and who may be external investors? 

5. How do bioeconomy projects lead to broader concepts of economic and social 

development including entrepreneurship, innovation and training. 

Alongside other reports prepared in accordance with the FBAP multi-year Action Plan, findings from 

this project will help to inform future efforts to promote the use of forest biomass in existing and 

innovative bioproduct applications. 

 

How to participate in the project 
Opportunities to provide input to the project include: 

• Participation in one of the four Community Workshops that will be scheduled in January 

and early February. 

• Completion of a wider survey that will be conducted by Suthey Holler Associates. 

More information on the project and ways to participate will be posted on the Nextfor website 

(https://nextfor.ca/socioeconomic-impact-study-2023/).  
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